The first and the last glimpse of our memory record is hidden. The breath which gave us independent life, the food which gave imprint to our earlier impression, are both forgotten. Our last spoken word, and the sigh with which we relinquish our individuality, are beyond the pale ?of our consciousness.
-others.
In all nature there is memory.
The blade of grass which we crush under our feet revives and recovers. But our act is stamped upon its growth and reacts upon its root. Even inanimate nature has its records. The stratified rock tells us of periodic deposit, and preserves for us, not only the fossil, but a cast of the form and proportion of what then existed. The primary rock, barren of life form, tells us of the upheavals of nature, of the influence of heat, and of all that made activity before life was.
Memory is the record of activity: the greater the activity, the stronger is the memory. It is, or should be, something which makes, or mars, the future.
When we forget this principle we limit the measure of memory. We tend to make it an individual possession, which it is ; but it is far more. We overlook the extent to which it dominates our habits, and the records which they make upon the lives of others and the world at large. These outer records we can never efface. They pass beyond our consciousness and control. But As we pursue the subject, we must beware of looking upon memory as a mere machine. No human faculty is a mere machine, but underlying each there is a mechanism which, with all reverence, and with a full sense of our own finality, we may examine and study.
The careful and reverent work of certain great men has unveiled for us some of the machinery of memory. Their work rests upon the known, and reaches towards the unknown. They are Agnostics in the true sense of the word. Some prejudice attaches to the term from the frequency with which it is applied to matters of religious belief. Such an application is outside of our subject. But in observation and in science this frame of mind is the only sure foothold.
[To be continued.')
